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Edwin H. Cox
Sustaining an Historic Legacy
A leading member of the Senior 
Men’s Club since his induction 
in September 1994, Edwin H. 
Cox brings a sense of history and 
adventure along with his long-term 
commitment to Club activities. Ed’s 
roots reach back to the very founders 
of the United States. His great-great 
grandfather, Bazaleel Howe, Ed 
notes, was an active revolutionary at 
the Battle of Bunker Hill and carried 
the fight through to Yorktown, the 
last major battle. Howe was, in fact, 
the last Captain of the Guard for (George) Washington.  

With his WWII service successfully concluded, Ed graduated from Rutgers and married 
Carolyn in June 1950. Opportunity then drew young Ed to Michigan and, ultimately, 
co-ownership of a business (Carmco) in Bloomfield Hills. Most recently, 



2

M
e
m

b
e
rs

h
ip

 N
e
w

s

—Pete Kass, Membership Chairman
—Robert Beach, Database Chairman

—Bill Shaffmaster, Tom Booth & Gene Markel, Photography

Dropped:
Paul L. Adesko

Patrick M. Deighan

Paul K. Geiger

Julian M. Greenebaum

Wilfred Jamieson

Tej R. Jhamb

Thomas J. Johnson

James A Kurz

William G. Martin

Donald A. Meier

William J. Stuart

Associate Frank J. Ambrose

Associate Ralph W. Gartner

Associate Robert H. Goldenthal

Associate Thomas J. Hughes

Associate Samuel Jassenoff

Associate Stanley A. Materka

Associate James R. Powell

Associate Steve J. Stoltz

Associate James W. Timmerman

Deaths:
Sherwin Vine (Life), joined March 1994

Donald W. Upward (Life), joined February 1987

Thomas L. Harrison (Life), joined January 1986

Robert L. Gualdoni, joined October 1999

Charles D. Basch, joined November 2008

William H. Peirce (Life), joined October 1996

New Member:

Paul A. Kovceses
41398 Beacon Rd.
Novi, MI 48375-5202
248-255-2042
E-mail: Pkovceses@aol.com
Sponsor: Mike Wisok

New Associates:
Alex C. Alkidas
1585 Martinque, Troy, MI 48084
248-649-0180
E-mail: aalkidas@msn.com 
Sponsor: Jon Reed

Christopher F. Dubay
5124 Dorset Field Court
Clarkston, MI 48348
248-672-6845
E-mail: christopherdubay@aol.com 
Sponsor: George Grove

John G. Gibbons
2340 Hidden Pine, Troy, MI 48098
248-641-7852
E-mail: johnggibbons@hotmail.com
Sponsor: John Cotant

David A. Lindsay
5390 Putnam
West Bloomfield, MI 48323-3854
248-851-6951
E-mail: dalindsay@comcast.net
Sponsor: Maynard Timm

Vishwanath B. Mali
1553 Devonshire Drive
Troy, MI 48098
248-854-0659
E-mail: VBMali.md@gmail.com 
Sponsor: Anant Bhogaonker

Terry S. Roberts
866 Hickory Heights Drive
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
248-310-5220
E-mail: trob101645@aol.com
Sponsor: Frank Bagnasco

Resigned:
Joseph Stern, Jr.

Lawrence R. Smith

Robert H. Hammerle

Robert A. Sack

Associate David C. Smith 
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Reading Groups
The Wednesday Reading Group, on June 
1 at 10:30AM, will give its members the 

opportunity to read a whole bunch of 
essays on sports and professional players. There was 
nobody better at writing such pieces than Bill Heinz, 
who started his newspaper career as a writer for the 
New York Sun, in 1945. When the Sun died in 1950, 
Heinz decided to become a freelancer. The stories 
in The Top of His Game, are from the Sun and from 
all sorts of other outlets where Heinz published his 
stories. 

The Monday group on June 20 at 3:00PM will be 
reading Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates, by Brian 
Kilmeade and Don Yaeger, which tells how Thomas 
Jefferson, our third president, brought an end to the 
raids that pirates from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
and Tripoli were making on ships from European 
countries and the United States. To put an end to this 
piracy, Jefferson used some of the U.S. Navy and some 
Special Forces units (the beginnings of the U.S. Marine 
Corps), to get the leader of Tunis to sue for peace. 

—Frank Auld

Groups

Classic Movie Group
On Monday, June 13, Augie Perrotta will 

present “The Sting” (1973) at 1:00PM - the winner of 
seven Academy Awards, including best picture, “The 
Sting” has become one of Augie’s, as well as America’s, 
favorite films. It is also the film that has been most 
requested by our members for a Classic Movie Group 
presentation. Robert Redford and Paul Newman star 
as two 1930’s con men out to avenge the death of a 
mutual friend. They get their revenge on crime boss, 
Robert Shaw, with a “sting” operation that is one of 
the greatest double-crossers in movie history. Directed 
by Roy Hill and with an outstanding Scott Joplin 
solo piano score adapted and performed by Marvin  
Hamlisch, this film is a “must see” for all members, 
friends and family. When you come to the show you 
can expect a bright clear picture from a newly restored 
print on our new wider screen, excellent sound with 
subtitles, and great popcorn. Please plan to join us to 
enjoy this iconic classic film. 

—Fred Hansz

Investment Group
Our next meeting, on Wednesday, June 
15 at 2:45PM will be one you don’t want 
to miss. The SMC Stock Game winners 

will share their investment wisdom and stock picking 
strategies, as well as sharing the $370 prize fund.

We will also encourage other members to share their 
successful investing experiences. This will be our 
last meeting until September. Suggestions regarding 
speakers and actions to improve group meetings will 
be welcome.

We have another new leader in the Stock Game – Roger 
Vogel with a 23.6% gain, benefitting from investing in 
the hot gold market. Gil Livingston remains in 2nd place 
with a 13%. John Dueweke jumped from 37th to 3rd in our 
latest standings. The game will end May 31 – expect a 
close finish in a volatile market.

—George Miller

Computer Group
The Computer Group will next meet 
on Wednesday, June 22 at 3:00PM. Our 

speaker and program subject will be communicated 
by eBlast when finalized.

—Tom Allen

The Camera Group will meet on Tuesday, 
June 14 at 2:00PM. Irv Poston has put 

together a show and tell about "Amazing Things You 
Can Do with a Smartphone Camera" from panoramas 
to sharing. Al Huberty will talk about taking and 
viewing 3-D slides, Stu Shuster will talk about taking a 
video of a classic steam locomotive, Harry Bloom will 
talk about combining videos on the cloud for YouTube 
to share his story with his friends, Tom Russell will 
talk about showing your pictures and videos through 
your A/V system, and others are invited to join in.

Each speaker may also share the tricks of the trade that 
they use with their cellphone cameras. Members and 
guests are invited to this interesting and informative 
program. Bring your phones!

—John Slocum/Irv Poston

Camera Group
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Bowling
Our bowling 
s e a s o n 
c o n c l u d e d 
w i t h  a 
s u m p t u o u s 
banquet at The 
Community 
House  p lus 
t h e  w a r m 
camaraderie 
s h a r e d  b y 
our die-hard 

bowlers. We recognized our champions: (John Paesano, 
Captain Phil Buccini, Tony DiMarco and Denny 
Winowiecki), we received our prize monies and we 
thanked Chairman Richard Volpe for his leadership 
during a difficult season.

Bob Klein launched the evening with a well-received 
prayer and a remembrance of former bowlers Don 
Upward, Bucky Buchanan and Sherwin Vine. Notable 
bowling achievements during the year were recognized, 
particularly the 676 series totaled by Phil Buccini – 
believed to be the all time high series ever in our league.

Summer bowling will continue at Troy Lanes and 
Chairman Volpe is hard at work developing plans for 
next year.

As always, new bowlers are most welcome. Why not give 
it a try – just show up at Troy Lanes and join the fun.

Call Chairman Volpe (248-417-5435) with any questions.
—Dick Harper

Monday Golf
Monday golf began April 26 – a cold blustery 
day testing the resolve of 29 stalwart members. 
We were “weathered” out the next week, but 
had great weather on May 9 with 36 members 
enjoying a lush green course. We have openings 
for walk-ons at 8:12 and 8:26AM. The first 
scramble will be scheduled once playing 
averages are established. 

Each week features our closest-to-pin contest 
on Hole No. 2, and we will specially recognize 
birdies on Hole No. 9. Come join us Monday 
mornings for healthy exercise and great after 
golf conversation.

—Golf Committee

Thursday Golf 
We have finally had some decent weather 
encouraging hardy golfers to show up at 
Springdale. A total of 30 played May 5th on 
a mild but overcast day. Tim McGee was low 
man for the day with a 41. Chuck Travers was 
closest to the pin on the 6th hole, but he missed 
the putt – so the Big Bucks prize will carry over.

For the year to date, we have experienced a wide 
range of individual scores, from a great low of 
38 by new golfer Randy Barnett to a high score 
of 63 by a golfer who perhaps understandably 
neglected to sign his card. We expect better 
weather and more fun Thursdays at Springdale 
– you are invited!

—Golf Committee 

Upcoming Golf Events
1. The 3rd Annual Grosse Pointe Senior Men v. SMC Grudge Match will be Tuesday, June 21 at Lincoln Hills. This 
event is limited to 22 golfers and the cost is $40 (includes golf, cart and lunch). A sign-up sheet is posted so don’t 
delay! Please remit your $40 to Chuck Travers or Tim McGee. We have lost the last 2 years, but this year we are 
out to seek revenge!

2. The Annual Stonycroft Golf outing will be Tuesday, August 16 and the sign-up sheets will be posted in June!

3. SMC member, Tom McNally, has graciously volunteered to put together and host a group of golfers to play 
18 holes at Detroit Golf Club. The date is Wednesday, September 28 at 8:00AM. We haven’t finalized the cost yet, 
but we expect no more than $100 to include range balls, cart, 18 holes of golf and lunch. Tom needs to place a 
deposit with DGC soon, so we need to know if there is enough interest within the golfing membership…so far 14 
of us have shown an interest. If interested, please indicate by signing on the form posted on the bulletin board.

—Tim McGee
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Medical Emergency Team
Nine SMC members recently completed CPR/AED 
training and were certified by the Birmingham 
Fire Department. Please recognize them with 
your congratulations! They are:

Dave Brown • Jack Porter • Fred Hansz

Swarn Rajpal • Jerry Heller • Frank Schmid

Dick Kamp • Maynard Timm • Chuck Main

The Medical Emergency Team now numbers 
23 with the addition of this new class. Please 
consider becoming a part of this important team. 
I will arrange for another CPR/AED training class 
as soon as I get a few more able volunteers.

—Dave Dinger

Summer Dress Code
President Gene Jacoby 
has announced that our 
summer dress code will 
be in effect at Friday 
meetings during June 
and July. Coats as well 
as ties will be optional 
– collared shirts are in! 
Please remember that 
we want to maintain 
our reputation as the 
best dressed men in 
Birmingham.

SMC Core Values
As our Club approaches its 60th Anniversary, we are 
preparing a Statement of Core Values to underscore and 
maintain our “Tradition of Excellence.” The following is 
an initial expression of these values pending Executive 
Board approval. Core Values are intended to communicate 
what our Club is all about and to keep old and develop 
new “FRIENDS.”
 

 

CORE VALUE HIGHLIGHTS 

Fellowship and mutual respect sustain our Tradition of Excellence.  

Responsibility permeates everything we are and do.    

Integrity defines all we are and do. 

Excellence is central to all we are and do. 

Neutrality bars the active promotion of any political party, candidate, 
religion or commercial enterprise; and promotes equal treatment of 
all. 

Diversity means we welcome all men of honor and integrity, and we 
treat others as we would have them treat us. 

Service to others flows from our Responsibility and Integrity. 

                                                                                                                                                  

Member Charles (Chuck) Green recently presented 
a special framed photo to Royal Oak Beaumont 
Hospital in thanks for medical care received.

Name That Dude!
OK, let's try this one more time. Here's another high 
school senior photo of a longtime Club member. 
Can you name that dude?

?

—Roger Timm
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Special Events
Last Call!
Tigers vs. Blue Jays

On Wednesday, 
J u n e  8 ,  we 
will board the 
bus for a trip 
to beautiful 
Comerica Park 
t o  e n j o y  a 
baseball battle 

between our Tigers and the Toronto 
Blue Jays. Spouses and guests are 
welcome to join us. Ticket sales will 
continue at our Friday morning 
meetings through June 3 or until 
we are sold out. We have only 56 
tickets, so be sure to purchase yours 
now to avoid disappointment. The 
ticket price of $55 includes round 
trip transportation, admission to 
the stadium, a hot dog, and a soft 
drink. If you are still hungry, the 
concession stands will have a wide 
range of additional food and beverage 
offerings for sale. We will depart 
from the First Presbyterian Church 
Birmingham at 11:30AM sharp and 
expect to return to the church by 
about 5:00PM. See you on the bus!

—Jim King

Annual Picnic and Car Show
Mark your calendars! Although spring has just started (finally), 
it’s time to plan for our annual summer picnic and car show. This 
traditional event will be held on Friday, August 5 from 10:30AM to 
2:30PM at the Beverly Park, conveniently located on Beverly Road, 
just west of Southfield.

We will enjoy the Club’s traditional fellowship, along with food, 
entertainment, games, and prizes, plus great music provided by the 
SMC Chorus, along with a great collection of cars. The summer buffet 
will include pulled pork, chicken, coleslaw, beans and sweet corn.

Members with vehicles to display should contact Bob Jordan or Stu 
Shuster. We hope to see an increase over the 20 fine vehicles displayed 
last year. Ticket sales will start at the Special Events table on June 24.

—Martin Rowell

Anchors Aweigh
A h o y !  M a r k 
Wednesday, July 13 
in your log book, all 
mariners and mates 
for  a  memorable 
Senior Men’s Club 
C r u i s e  o n  t h e 
Detroit River – a trip 
which will include 
navigating the world’s 
busiest international 
waterway south to the 
Ambassador Bridge, then north to Lake St. Clair before we arrive at 
Belle Isle and the Detroit Yacht Club (DYC).  

Timing includes departure from the First Presbyterian Church at 
9:00AM, cruising from 10:00AM 'til noon, followed by a great Detroit 
Yacht Club lunch, and a return to the church around 3:15PM. Our 
lunch will be in the historic and stylish Fountain Room with a scenic 
view of the DYC marina. We will choose from Chicken Picatta, Filet 
of Michigan Whitefish, or Petite Filet of Beef Tenderloin, along with 
salad and sides, plus Triple Mousse dessert. A cash bar will be available.

Our special luncheon program will include a “welcome” by SMC 
and DYC member Chuck Melekian, DYC’s “Facts and Figures” by 
Commodore Leonard Meisner, a “Brighter Belle Isle” presentation by 
Karis Floyd of the Michigan Dept. of Resources and conclude with a 
tour of the DYC.

Two buses are reserved for this event, which sold out two years ago. The 
all-inclusive price is $65, with ticket sales to start June 10. ANCHORS 
AWEIGH!

—Larry Price
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Senior Health Matters—
Life Expectancy
According to the latest data from the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s National Center for Health Statistics, overall life 
expectancy at birth for men was 76.4 years and for women, 81.2 
years. Life expectancy represents the average number of years that 
a hypothetical group of infants would live at each attained age if 
the group was subject, throughout its lifetime, to the age-specific 
death rates prevailing for the actual population in a given year.

Between 2013 and 2014, life expectancy at age 65 years increased by 
0.1 year for men, going from 17.9 years (82.9 years) to 18.0 years 
(83 years). It was unchanged for women at 20.5 years (85.5 years). 

As of April 29, 2016, the mean (average) age of the 392 Active 
Members of the Senior Men’s Cub of Birmingham was 78; 74 
Associates, age 73; and 154 Life Members, age 90. The average 
age of the 620 members of our Club was 80 years with a median 
(the “middle” value in the list of ages) of 81 years. The range of 
ages was 56 to 101 years of age.

—Augustine L. Perrotta, DO

Ed was cited among the honorees at the 90 & 
Beyond luncheon at The Community House 
on May 12. “The luncheon event recognized 
and honored the special people that helped 
build and lead our community,” said Bill 
Seklar, President & CEO of TCH. Ed and the 
other honorees at the TCH event enjoyed 
good music and live performances of songs 
popular through the decades, starting in the 
1920s. More than 100 guests 90 and older 
shared the event.

An active member of Orchard Lake Country 
Club, Ed turned 90 last September. Ed and 
Carolyn sustain a keen sense of family history 
and now share their time with SMC members 
(The Legacy Endowment Committee) and 
friends in Sarasota.

—John Flintosh

Bob Parker:  Making People Feel Welcome
You know Bob Parker. He’s the guy who greets you on Friday mornings at the 
Community House. The member who welcomes you with a big smile and firm 
handshake. “I try to make everyone feel welcome—members, associates and guests,” 
says Bob. “New members get a special welcome in that we show them (the ropes) 
of the Club.”

Bob is a native of Providence, Rhode Island and a graduate of Providence Country 
Day School. He attended Bowdoin College before enlisting in the United States Coast 
Guard. He spent 1 ½ years as a Seaman on the USCGC Hornbeam, a buoy tender 
based in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. The summer before Bob joined the crew, the 
Hornbeam and its crew, rescued the Captain, most of the crew, and many of the 
passengers from the Andrea Doria, which sank in the Atlantic Ocean. Fortunately, 
with the support of other rescue vessels, no lives were lost.

After completing his military service, Bob attended Babson College. He graduated with 
a B.S. degree in Business Administration majoring in Management and Production. 
Most of Bob’s 40+ year working career was as a sales representative for consumer products and manufacturers 
such as Fieldcrest Mills, G.H. Bass, Buxton and John O. Butler. He sold their products to wholesalers and retailers. 

Bob moved to Detroit in 1972 to take a job with Buxton. He joined the Senior Men’s Club in 2007 and quickly 
became involved in several committees. Bob would like to see the Club promote new membership more aggressively.  
“We need to get the word out that there is no longer a five year waiting period to become a member.” 

Bob and his wife Ann live in Birmingham where they enjoy the SMC’s special events. They have two children and 
four grandchildren.

Bob still enjoys a good round of tennis today. While at Providence Country Day School, Bob played at the varsity 
level and was co-captain his senior year.

—Chuck Ragains

...continued from page 1

Ed Cox
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All events at The Community House unless otherwise stated.

CLUB DATES TO REMEMBER

SMC ON THE WEB:  
www.seniormensclubbirmingham.com

www.tchserves.org/outreach-and-clubs/clubs/senior-mens-club-of-birmingham

REMEMBER TO ADD LINK to their 
website and to our website HERE

A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, which meets 
on Fridays at 10:30AM at The Community House, 380 South Bates Street, 
Birmingham, Michigan 48009.

Officers for 2016 are: Eugene P. Jacoby, president; Richard A. Kamp, first vice 
president; Charles R. (Dick) Bradley, second vice president; Timothy S. McGee, 
recording secretary; Gerald W. Stribbell, corresponding secretary; John P. Groves, 
treasurer; James A. Bayson, assistant treasurer; Robert I. Hayes and Theodore J. 
Schuster, officers at large; George A. Grove, parliamentarian.

THE REMINDER includes:  Dick Harper, editor; Chuck Ragains, John Flintosh and 
Maynard Timm, associate editors; Tom Booth, Bill Shaffmaster, and Geno Markel, 
photography; Lee Trumbull, computer layout; Bob Jordan, mailing.

Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, June 14, 9:30AM
Reminder Deadline:  Friday, June 17
Bowling (practice):  Wednesdays at 10:00AM at Troy Lanes
Bridge:  Tuesdays at 9:00AM; Fridays after lunch
Golf: Monday Golf at Lincoln Hills
 Thursday Golf at Springdale
Special Events
Detroit Tigers Baseball:  Wednesday, June 8, 11:30AM
River Cruise: Wednesday, July 13, 9:00AM
Picnic and Car Show:  Friday, August 5, 10:30AM
Group Meetings
Book Reading Group A:  Wednesday, June 1, 10:30AM
Classic Movie Group:  Monday, June 13, 1:00PM
Camera Group:  Tuesday, June 14, 2:00PM
Investment Group:  Wednesday, June 15, 2:45PM
Book Reading Group B:  Monday, June 20, 3:00PM
Computer Group:  Wednesday, June 22, 3:00PM

Mystery Lyrics
We do  have 
some fans of 
old Dixieland 
music in the 
C l u b .  N o 
f e w e r  t h a n 
eight readers 
remembered that Bill Bailey (Won’t 
You Come Home Bill Bailey) was 
the one “thrown out with nothing 
but a fine-toothed comb” in that 
old song. Hearty congratulations to 
Mike Clement, Fred Hansz, Chuck 
O’Connell, Midge (Roger) Gettel, 
Tom and Rose Marie Venier, Donna 
(Mark) Kelly, Clay Gordon and Betty 
(Dave) Key.

Yes, the oldies sometimes are the 
goodies – so let’s try another Dixieland 
tune. This one starts with this line:

“I’ll be down to get you 
in a taxi, honey”

Can you name that tune?

Sports Trivia
The sports trivia challenge last month 
was either much too easy, or we have 
a ton of Big Ten fans in our Club – 
maybe both! A near record 15 readers 
knew that the Big Ten team which 
features the world’s largest bass drum 
and the Golden Girl twirler had to 
be the Purdue Boilermakers. We 
heard from less frequent contributors 
like Dick Kamp, Larry Price, Mike 
Clement, Pete Good, Bob Klein, John 
Zarek, Bill Burnie, Howard Biglin and 
Irv Poston.

OK – here’s another Big Ten football 
challenge. Some rivalry trophies, like 
the Little Brown Jug and the Paul 
Bunyan Trophy are well known – at 
least in Michigan. But how about the 
Floyd of Rosedale Trophy. What Big 
Ten schools play annually for this 
one? Remember, no Googling!

—Dick Harper


