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July 2008 Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, Michigan

Detroit	River	and	Bob-Lo	Island	Cruise!
We will set sail on Wednesday, July 16 from Bishop Park 
in Wyandotte for a three hour cruise down the Detroit 
River and around Bob-Lo Island. While on board, 
there will be plenty of opportunities for sightseeing, 
picture taking, sunbathing, drinking and dining. As an 
added attraction, the group will be entertained on the 
keyboard by our own Bob Seeley, a giant in the world 
of boogie-woogie piano players. The cost for the day, 
including round trip bus transportation, a seven course buffet luncheon, highlighted 
with a honey dijon chicken entree, and the cruise is $50 per person. Due to the 
capacity of the boat, we are limited to two buses totaling 112, which includes one 
guest per member. The buses will leave the Presbyterian Church on Maple Road in 
Birmingham at 10:30AM. 

We will collect tickets and hand out name tags in the church parking lot commencing 
at 10:00AM. Please wear appropriate footwear i.e. deck shoes, sneakers, sandals, etc. 
No high heels please. Don’t forget the sunblock, cameras and sunglasses. 

continued on page 5
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Membership	News
New	Members:
Golden	E.	Hullinger,	(June)
1314 Porters Lane
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302-0942
248-338-5982
E-mail: Gold.June@ comcast.net 
Sponsor: Alva D. Wood

Dennis	S.	Nielsen,	(Sandra)
796 Springfield Drive
Northville, MI 48167-1032
248-349-4497
E-mail: DSNsln@comcast.net 
Sponsor: John S. Flintosh

Gil	Livingston,	(Pam)
4054 Oak Bank Court
West Bloomfield, MI 48323-1677
248-683-4027
E-mail: Gil@Livingstons.com
Sponsor: Donald G. Speyer

Emmanuel	S.	Najor,	(Nouhad)
54 Hillsdale Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
248-334-6315
E-mail: EmmanuelNajor@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Charles C. Kass

John	A.	Thurber,	(Barbara)
663 Vinewood Ave.
Birmingham, MI 48009-1310
248-642-3339
E-mail: John_Thurber23@msn.com
Sponsor: Richard A. Suminski

Charles	R.	Shafer,	(Nellie)
2922 Quail Run Drive
Troy, MI 48098-4168
248-646-2568
Sponsor: Charles C. Kass

Bob	A.	Rossi,	(Jackie)
398 Argyle Street
Birmingham, MI 48009-1566
248-540-0638
Sponsor: George A. Miller

—Pete Kass, Membership Chairman

—John M. Steele, Database Chairman

—Bill Shaffmaster, Photography

To	Life	Member:
Charles	R.	Gates, joined February 1994

Resigned:
R.	Robert	Love, Associate

Deaths:
Philip	R.	Bloyer, (Life), joined November 1992

John	J.	McKinnie, (Life), joined March 1980

New	Associates:
Paul	H.	Scheer
1751 Parkview Ave.
West Bloomfield, MI 48324-1265
248-682-1043
Sponsor: Eugene R. Winters

Boris	K.	Silberberg,	(Francis	Wiliams)
2622 Glen Drive
Troy, MI 48098-2332
248-641-8397; E-mail: Borisil@yahoo.com
Sponsor: Elson B. Spangler

G.	Allen	Bass,	(Kathy)
4027 Foxpointe Drive
West Bloomfield, MI 48323-2601
248-738-6404; E-mail: abass@lewismunday.com
Sponsor: A. Michel Clement

Stephan	E.	Hall,	(Susan)
1120 Lyonhurst, Birmingham, MI 48009-1016
248-258-5481; E-mail: Steve@SeHallCo.com
Sponsor: Charles C. Kass

Ben	G.	Wojtas
4011 Boulder Pond Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48108-8597
313-600-1647; E-mail: bwojtas@ach-lic.com
Sponsor: Robert P. Pietsch
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Games
Monday	Associates	Golf
2008 is proving to be a spectacular season. The number of players is up, scoring has improved, the weather has 
been better and better each week, birdies are plentiful and more of our players are staying after the rounds for 
coffee and socializing.

The highlight of the season to date has been a DOUBLE EAGLE, HOLE-IN-ONE by John Perryman on hole #5 
with a driver on a 242 yard par four. HOORAY! Jim Doyle is our current medalist, averaging just over 38. Lincoln 
Hills is in great condition and was spared any significant damage in the “SHORT but BIG BLOW.”

Recent results include:  For our Scramble on May 19, the first place winners in Flight 1 were Clarence Cheff, Eldon 
Crawfis, Bob Mandy and Leo Steinl. Winners in Flight 2 were Rick Ganfield, John Perryman and Bob Smith. Tony 
Smyk was closest to the pin on hole #2.

On June 9, Ted Chapekis was closest to the pin at 8 feet, 3 inches. Dick Smith birdied #7. Jim Doyle shot 38, Al 
Neally 41, Clarence Cheff and Eldon Crawfis had 42. Dave Key 43, Bill Spreitzer 44. At 45 were Ted Chapekis, Ed 
Jones, Pete Kass, Bob Shupp, George Stern and Al Wood.

Our next Scramble is scheduled for August 11. Everybody is having fun and we have room for many more players. 
Please join us at Lincoln Hills on Monday mornings from 7:30 to 9:30AM.

—Bill Spreitzer 

Thursday	Golf
June 19th was a 3 club day. There were some great scores 
below the averages from a full bag of clubs. Bob Hebert 
was 3rd with 3.2 strokes below average. Tony Smyk was 
2nd with 4.3 strokes and the leader was Ben Porter with 
an outstanding 6.8 strokes below.

Interesting to note that none of them made the honor 
roll of 45 and under!

Thursday’s Golf Scramble will be held on July 10. 
Each player contributes $2 and the league contributes 
$3 to the prize money pot. Each team must have a 
full foursome to compete. Each player must have a 
minimum 3 game average for 2008. Last year’s average 
may be used. No player can participate if an average has 
not been established. Each player’s drive must be used 
twice and all putts must be holed.

There will be two flights. Prize money will be split 50%, 
30%, 20% for win, place and show. The Cliff Dean 
Challenge for Bonus Bucks will be suspended for the 
Scramble. So get your foursomes together.

One of our Thursday stalwarts, Eldon Crawfis, recently 
reached the pinnacle of his golfing career. Playing at 
Lincoln Hills, he made his first hole in one, using a driver 
on the 194 Yard 7th hole. Congratulations Eldon!

Hit them high, hit them long, and hit them straight.

—Chuck Travers

July	Programs
Jack McCuen with Jim Judge and Pete Mehra have a 
top-notch series of programs between our July 4 break 
and our August holiday. We will hear about how new 
communications technology affects television. We’ll 
have an update on conflicts in the Middle East and the 
importance of looking beyond Iraq. And we’ll hear from 
Bill Ford on his perspective on what’s going on around 
us. Check out the listings of July programs on the front 
page of this Reminder, and plan to attend them all.

—Irv Poston

Past	President’s	Plaque
You will no longer find the 50 year old historic plaque on 
the stage during the Friday morning meetings.

The plaque is permanently mounted on the west wall of 
the first floor north entrance of The Community House 
complete with a number of new brass name plates.

Do you remember who was president when you were 
initiated? Check it out.

—Bill Johnson 
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Groups
Investment	Group
Ed Cox is the Stock Game Winner with 
a 26% gain. Bob Klein finished second 

and won the $165 jackpot. Al Bosley was 
third followed by Bill Minard, Lowell Barnett and Bill 
MacLachlan. “Cash” Nordenholt finished in seventh 
place. The group beat the DJIA by 5%. The next game 
starts October 9, 2008.

Our next meeting is Wednesday, September 10 at 
2:45PM. Jim Williams will update us on estate 
planning and tax issues. Mark your calendars!

—George Miller

Classic	Movie	Group
T h e 
S e c o n d 

M o n d a y 
Movie at 1:00PM on July 
14 will be the 1949 classic 
Adam’s Rib. Katharine 
Hepburn and Spencer 
Tracy throw comedic 
sparks as a married team 
of lawyers on opposing 
sides of a high-profile 
case.

Arguably the best of the 
Tracy-Hepburn vehicles, 
Adam’s Rib shows the stars at their finest in roles that not 
only made their off-screen love so entertainingly obvious, 
but also defined their timeless screen personas -- she the 
intelligent, savvy, rebellious woman ahead of her time, he 
the easygoing but obstinate modern man who can’t help 
but love her. The story is about the trial of a wife (Judy 
Holliday) shooting her unfaithful husband (Tom Ewell), 
and turns it into a forum for sexual values in the ‘40s, and 
a showcase for the fabulous Tracy and Hepburn.

Bring your friends, come early, and enjoy free popcorn 
and conversation.

—Andy Spencer

Computer	Group
Although there will be no meeting of the 
Computer Group in July, the Discussion 

Group meeting on Friday, July 11, might be 
of special interest to those of us who use computers. 
Christopher Pennisi, J.D. FBI Special Agent, Detroit 
Cyber Squad will be speaking about Computer Crime 
Awareness and Prevention.

—George Nordenholt

SMC	Endowment	Fund
The Endowment Fund was established last year to serve 
as a legacy to the SMC 50th Anniversary and to support 
The Community House over the long term. $60,000 
was contributed last year, the goal for 2008 is another 
$60,000.

Committee members Bill Johnson, Bill Minard, Jerry 
Peck and Irv Poston are evaluating innovative fund-
raising ideas that will supplement existing gifting 
programs. If you have a suggestion, please contact a 
committee member.

Gifts of appreciated assets (stocks, etc.) can be especially 
attractive to the donor. All types of gifts are welcome and 
are tax deductible. Begin your planning now!

Questions regarding the fund should be directed to 
me or Frannie Greenebaum, 248-594-6404 at The 
Community House.

—George Miller, Chairman

Discussion	Group
Christopher Pennisi of the FBI’s Detroit Cyber Squad will 
detail computer related crimes that have been observed in 
our area and prevention methods. He will cover, in depth, 
“bots” and “botnets,” which are computers under the 
control of someone else used for nefarious purposes.

John Perryman, an industrial sales and marketing 
consultant, will tell us of his experiences in China while 
setting up a program for the sale of aluminum and copper 
raw materials. He will give us his impressions of the how, 
what and why of the country.

Jim Nordlie flew and Marv Malik has built models of the 
P-51 Mustang. They will give their unique perspective on 
the American long-range, single seat fighter aircraft that was 
one of WW II’s most successful and recognizable aircraft.

—Augie Perrotta
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A	Picnic	On	The	Water?
No, the picnic 
will not be held 
on the water, it 
will be held at the 
Pontiac Yacht Club 
in Keego Harbor 
which is located 
on the water. The 
date is August 27 
on the Cass Lake Shore (detailed maps will be available).

This year’s music and entertainment will be provided by 
the Straw Hat Band and will feature popular gay nineties 
music. An antique car display will be available for you car 
enthusiasts. Door prizes will be awarded following the 
band performance.

Box lunches will be the order of the day with coffee and 
lemonade available along with ice cream bars and donuts 
for dessert. Afterwards, various games and contests will be 
held.

Ticket sales will begin at the July 11 meeting, so mark your 
calendars now for this Club gathering and be prepared 
for a great day of fun, singing and good “ole” fashioned 
comraderie. The ticket cost will be a modest $10.

As a point of interest, in 1959 the SMC picnic was the 
first outside event held at the Pontiac Yacht Club since 
its opening one year earlier. You can help in making this 
another successful event by the following:

-Share rides whenever possible since parking spaces are 
somewhat limited.

-Bridge players, bring along your own tables and chairs.

Picnic committee—Bob Gualdoni, Clarke Thornton, 
John Horiszny, Mike Clement and Pete Bakalis.

For those who have already purchased tickets, here 
is some information on the cruise line and ship. The 
Diamond Jack River Tour Company was founded and 
is operated by Captain Bill Hoey of Grosse Isle. He 
has been active on the Detroit River since the 1960’s 
and operated a fleet of fourteen tugs towing salt and 
oil barges and moving great lakes freighters into and 
out of the river. The Diamond Queen, which we will 
be aboard for our cruise, is a 91 foot mini ship that 
was commissioned in 1956 and was operated as a 
Mackinac Island ferry by the Arnold Ferry Company.
If we have any tickets left for sale when you read this 
article and you want to take the cruise, call Jim Judge 
at 248-709-3429 and reserve your seats. Final sales 
will take place at the regular meeting on July 11, 2008. 
Welcome aboard! 

Your summer cruise committee—Jim Judge, 

Howard Maichen, Riggs Miller, Tom Clapp

continued from page 1
Summer	Cruise!

Announcement
A number of men are now receiving the weekly 
minutes by email for a variety of reasons. If you would 
like to receive the Friday minutes by email, or know 
someone who would, please see John Flintosh or 
George Nordenholt.

—John Flintosh

YES,	WE	WERE	THERE!


Photo by 

John Reddy

SMC	Nominating	Committee
President Ken Urwiller has announced the 
appointment of the Nominating Committee which 
will be responsible for selecting proposed candidates 
for SMC officer positions for 2009.

Committee members are Frank Barnes, Chairman; 
past presidents Bill Johnson and Phil Werner; plus 
members Dick Hameister and John Horiszny.

In accordance with our constitution, the nomination 
and election of club officers for 2009 will take place 
in November.

—Dick Harper
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CLUB	DATES	TO	REMEMBER

THE	REMINDER
A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, which meets 
on Fridays at 10:30 AM at The Community House, 380 South Bates Street, 
Birmingham, Michigan 48009.

 Officers for 2008 are:  Ken Urwiller, president; Bob Pullar, first vice 
president; Irv Poston, second vice president; John Flintosh, recording secretary; 
Chuck Kirkpatrick, corresponding secretary; Bill Sprague, treasurer; Dick 
Shirley, assistant treasurer; Ted Chapekis and Bill Hartman, officers at large; Bill 
Crabtree, parliamentarian.

 THE REMINDER  includes:  Dick Harper, editor; Chuck Kirkpatrick, Bill 
Reilly and Dick Davis, associate editors; David Schneider and Bill Shaffmaster 
photography; Lee Trumbull, computer layout; Bob Jordan, mailing.

Executive	Board	Meeting: Tuesday, July 8, 9:30 AM
Reminder	Deadline: Friday, August 15

Games
Bowling:	Wednesday 10:00 AM at Thunderbird Lanes through summer
Bridge:	Tuesday, 9:00 AM and Friday after lunch
Golf: Monday, 7:30 AM at Lincoln Hills
 Thursday, 9:00 AM at Springdale

Special	Events
Annual	Summer	Cruise,	Detroit	River, Wednesday, July 16
SMC	Picnic	at	Pontiac	Yacht	Club, Wednesday, August 27

Group	Meetings
Computer	Group:	No Meeting
Investment	Group:	Wednesday, September 10, 2:45 PM
Camera	Group:	No Meeting
Classic	Movie	Group:	Monday, July 14, 1:00 PM

Mystery	Lyrics
We gave readers several musical 
challenges last month - two mystery 
songs, and one big band theme. We 
had multiple winners.
The Cole Porter lyrics:

“You can tell at a glance what a 
swell night this is for romance”

are from the 1936 hit “It’s De-Lovely.” 
The second song lyrics:

“It’s heaven when you have 
romance on the menu”

are from the Dinah Washington 
signature song “What A Difference 
A Day Makes.” And Stan Kenton’s 
theme was “Artistry in Rhythm.”

No fewer  than s ix  musical ly 
astute readers got all three right. 
Congratulations to Rose Marie Vernier 
(Tom), Dale Parker, Clarke Thornton, 
Fred Leydorf, Stan Rogell, and Clay 
Gordon. Four readers knew both 
songs - Bill Sprague, Jack Howell, 
John O’Brien and Dick Hartle. John 
Parker knew the Washington tune and 
the Kenton theme.

With all these winners, it must be 
time for a toughee (is that a word?).

These lyrics are the last line from a 
novelty song from the 40’s:

“Don’t mess with Mr. In-Between”

Can you name that tune?

Our theme song challenge might be 
too easy. Some singers used theme 
songs in performances, especially on 
radio. Can you remember the closing 
theme used by Frank Sinatra?

—Dick Harper


