
Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting –November 9, 2018  

 
Welcome:  President Bradley called the meeting to order.  Tim McGee then Called the Color Guard, which proceeded 
to present the colors.  Tim then welcomed Members and led the Club in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Club’s Chorus, 
accompanied by Herb Meyer, led the members in singing of each of the five service hymns.  Tim called on Chip 
Forbes to stand, announcing that Chip had been honored before 110,000 fans at the University of Michigan Stadium 
before the Wisconsin game as the Veteran of the Day.   
Frank Mei gave the invocation.    
 
CLUB BUSINESS: 
Minutes:  Minutes have been posted on the bulletin board, and on the Club’s website.   
Guests:   
 
MEMBER GUEST 
Martin 
Rowell 

Mike Jones – has a broad automotive background, including with the Jenson and Lotus racing teams.  
He moved to Detroit in 1991, where he was a consultant to both manufacturers and supplier until 
retirement in 2008.  Since then, Mike’s interests have included automotive history, flying, photography 
and volunteer work.  Mike has submitted his application and check. 

George 
Dilgard 

Dave Turnbull – Lives in Birmingham, recently retired from Magna, is a Canadian Chartered 
Accountant and a naturalized US citizen, and still plays and coaches hockey. 

. 
President Bradley called on all who have birthdays in November to stand; and announced that Al Roberts is 96 today.  
All were honored with the birthday song. 
The President also announced that today, we honor the 163 veterans who are members of our Club.  The name of each 
is posted on the Bulletin Board. 
New Members:   
 
SPONSOR NEW MEMBER 
Jerry 
Stribbell 

Tom Obear1 – Tom graduated from Brother Rice, MSU and Lawrence Tech, where he obtained a 
degree in electrical engineering.  He now lives in Bloomfield.  His career centered on technical sales 
and management relating to automotive components and sensors. 

Tom was elected unanimously! 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  President Bradley called for the committee reports:  
Visitation and Health:  Tim McGee presented the report.  Jack Wells has been readmitted to the hospital, but is 
upbeat about all of his challenges. 
Classic Movie Group:  Fred Hansz announced that the Group will be showing “The Sound of Music” on Monday, 
November 12 @ 1:00 pm.  
Investment Group:  George Miller announced that on Wednesday, November 14 @ 2:45 pm, Sharon Gutierrez and 
Amir Arzoodar from Fisher Investments, which manages over $100 Billion, will discuss where the Market is headed 
and how Fisher manages money for high net worth individuals.  There will also be the first report on the Stock Game, 
in which 70 members are participating. 
Camera Group:  Jay Hall announced that Bob Frank will be presenting some of his own photos from nearly 50 years 
of travel on Tuesday, November 13, @ 3:00 pm. 
Special Events:  Mike Clement reported that:  
- The Christmas Dinner Dance will be Tuesday, December 11.  The cost is $55 per person.  This is a Great 
Opportunity to invite anyone whom you think might be interested in our Club.   
- The trip to the Auto Show will be on January 24, 2019.  The cost remains $15 – and go buy a car or truck at Dean 
Sellers Ford and thank them for again providing the tickets.   

                                                 
1  Tom is Jerry’s son-in-law. 



- There will be an open meeting of the Committee next Friday, after lunch.  All are welcome.   
- Finally, there will be a tour of the new Fire Station on Maple Road this coming Thursday, November 15, 2018, @ 
9:00 am.  The tour is free.  Contact Malcolm Hendy if interested. 
 
MOMENT OF INTEREST:  Al Eicher presented the Moment of Interest, which consisted of a short video of a visit 
to the home of Phyllis Diller, who was part of the Bob Hope USO group that entertained soldiers for many years. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
Fred Simon will lead the Discussion Group this afternoon, right after lunch.  The topic will be “Why Can’t They 
Understand Me.” 
Today’s speaker will be Michael Schloff, a former Marine Captain, who will discuss “One Marine’s Story.”  The 
speakers on November 16 will be Mary Ellen Geist from DPTV and Nick Shroeck from Wayne State Law School.  
Their topic will be “Who Owns Our Water.” 
The December Reminder deadline is November 9. 
The next Executive Board meeting will be November 13 @ 9:30 am, and all Members are invited.   
RECESS UNTIL:  11:10. 
 
PROGRAM:  Michael Schloff, a former Marine Captain, described his time in the Marine Corp, particularly the time 
he spent on Vietnam in 1968-69.  For over 8 months, he commanded 40 Marines stationed on a hill overlooking one of 
the main infiltration routes from the Ho Chi Min Trail in Laos into northern South Vietnam.  The group’s assignment 
was to stop as much of the infiltration as possible.  The group was isolated, and subject to constant attack, both day and 
night.  Mike feels that his group successfully achieved this mission.  In Q&A, he stated that, in his view, we “lost” the 
Vietnam War because of the very strict limitations placed on our troops by the Rules of Engagement.  Our troops could 
not go on the offensive, but instead, had to wait to be attacked.  The troops were also severely limited in the weapons 
that could be used, with senior officers refusing permission to use weapons if there was a perceived risk of significant 
casualties to “civilians.”  Mike further stated that the allies would never have won World War II if the Rules of 
Engagement in place in Vietnam had been enforced during that War.  He concluded by describing the very negative 
reception he and other troops received when they returned to the US after serving in Vietnam.  
 
Attendance:  154, but only 152 signed in.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at noon. 
 

Roger Timm, Recording Secretary 
Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham 


