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Bob Jordan: Active in the Club, Active in the 
Community
When Bob Jordan graduated from high school in 1945, he 
celebrated by enlisting in the U.S. Navy. “The war was at 
its peak,” said Bob. “I felt obligated to get involved.”  That 
involvement covered 1½ years and took Bob to a variety 
of assignments, from California to Panama to Maryland. 
He ended up as a Boat Operator--the coxswain who is 
responsible for the physical control of the boat.

After the war was over and Bob was discharged, he focused 
on his education at the Dayton Business School. He earned 
his degree and then entered the business world by joining 
Aero Products, a Division of General Motors located in 
Vandalia, Ohio. As Bob continued in his career with GM, 
he moved to Indianapolis, Milwaukee, and Santa Barbara 
before coming to Michigan. He worked at the GM Tech 
Center, Detroit Diesel and Military Vehicle Organizations. 
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—Pete Kass, Membership Chairman
—Robert Beach, Database Chairman

—Bill Shaffmaster, Tom Booth & Gene Markel, Photography

New Members:

New Associates:
George Wicker
1820 Golf Ridge Dr. S., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302-1734
248-865-3341, E-mail: gw3@comcast.net 
Sponsor: John Reddy

To Life Member:
John F. McCleary

Lionel H. Lessenthien, Jr.

Joseph J. Gerber

Deaths:
James O. Nordlie, (Life) joined November 1999

Robert G. Robb, (Life) joined November 2005

John R. Hayes, joined November 2003

Roger T. Struck, (Life) joined March 1993

Julius L. Pallone, joined January 2014

Outstanding Service Award 
Nominations
Each year, our Policy Committee considers the selection of member(s) 
to receive the Outstanding Service Award (OSA). This prestigious honor 
is intended to recognize longstanding service to our Club.

The Policy Committee will be meeting in October to select member(s) to 
be honored this year. Awards, if presented, are traditionally announced 
at the end of the calendar year. 

Club members and associates are encouraged to recommend candidates 
for the OSA. Suggestions, with a brief supporting rationale, can be made 
to any member of the Policy Committee – John Steele, George Stern, 
John Flintosh, Gene Jacoby, Irv Poston, or Stu Shuster.  

Due to an early deadline for the 2017 Handbook, all recommendations 
should be submitted by Friday, October 7.

—John Steele, Chairman, Policy Committee

Your Photo and 
Vet Information 
Needed for 2017 
Handbook
The 2017 60th Anniversary Handbook 
will include the latest Photo Directory 
and Military Service of current 
SMC members. This information is 
updated monthly in the Members 
Portal on the SMC website - www.
seniormensclubbirmingham.com.

If your photo or veteran service are 
not included in the current web 
edition, or if you don’t know that 
they are, please contact Irv Poston 
of the Database Committee, 248-
646-9574, ieposton@juno.com. The 
deadline to be sure your photo and 
vet information will be included in 
the 2017 Handbook is September 22, 
2016.

Tom Booth will be happy to take a 
picture of you at a Friday morning 
meeting, or you may send him one 
from which he can crop your head 
for the Directory. (Even a group photo 
may work.)

Al Eicher is collecting the Military 
Service information. All he needs is 
War era (WWII, Korea, Vietnam, or 
simply Vet) and Branch of Service 
(Army, Army Air Corps, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, Marines, Navy).

Contact the undersigned if you have 
questions about any of this. I am in 
constant contact with Tom, Al, and 
Jim Bayson in getting this all together.

—Irv Poston

Thomas Ernst
1362 Latham St.
Birmingham, MI 48009-3044
248-561-9010
E-mail: TGErnst@mac.com
Sponsor: George Stern
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Reading Groups
The Wednesday Reading Group will 
be discussing the second half of David 

McCullough’s "Truman" on September 7 
at 10:30AM. The publisher tells us: “Acclaimed historian 
David McCullough not only captures the man—a more 
complex, informed, and determined man than ever before 
imagined—but also the turbulent times in which he rose, 
boldly, to meet unprecedented challenges.”

The Monday group will be discussing Alan Dershowitz’s 
autobiography, "Taking the Stand: My Life in the Law" on 
September 19 at 3:00PM. Linda Burghardt, who reviewed 
the book, said “This book is both riveting, compelling, 
touching, and tender, adding yet another achievement to 
his long list of published works—31 books and countless 
articles and opinions.” She believes that this book “lets 
us in on some of the secrets of Dershowitz’s successful 
fifty-year career as both a full professor at Harvard Law 
School and a significant force in many of the legal cases 
that shaped American life and thought.”

—Frank Auld

Groups

Classic Movie Group
Classic Movie Group Presentation

On Monday, September 12, Tom Booth will present 
one of his favorite films, “Rear Window” (1954), at 
1:00PM. This Hitchcock thriller stars Jimmy Stewart as 
a professional photographer, confined to a wheelchair, 
who believes he has discovered a murder while looking 
out the window of his apartment. Grace Kelly as 
his girlfriend, Thelma Ritter as the housekeeper and 
Raymond Burr as the suspected killer round out this 
all-star cast. 

Historic Film Group Presentation

On Monday, September 26, we will present our second 
annual Industrial/Educational Film Day at 1:00PM.  
We will show the second edition of the classic GM film 
“We Drivers” (1946), two films that pay tribute to the 
90th anniversary of the 1926 introduction of sound to 
motion pictures and a timely and very enjoyable film 
from Standard Oil on the history of the automotive 
battery. All automotive and movie minded members 
and friends will enjoy this special historical show.

Classic Movie Group Annual Meeting

On Wednesday, September 21, at 1:00PM, the Classic 
Movie Group will hold its annual meeting to review 
and select the films to be shown during 2017. All SMC 
members and associates who have an interest in films 
and would like to suggest some movies for presentation 
are cordially invited to attend the meeting.

—Fred Hansz

Investment Group
The Investment Group will launch its 
fall schedule with a strong and attractive 
program. Our featured speaker will be 

Rick Bloom – well known local investment advisor and 
Birmingham Eccentric columnist. His topic will be a very 
timely subject – “How the elections and Federal Reserve 
decisions regarding interest rates affect your portfolio”. 

Mark your calendars now for 2:45PM on Wednesday, 
September 14 for what should be a most informative 
presentation. Also note that the annual Capital Stock 
Game will launch October 7 – it’s not too early to start 
thinking about winning stock choices.

—George Miller

Computer Group
The next Computer Group meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, September 21 at 

3:00PM. Speaker and subject are being finalized and 
will be announced via eBlast.

—Tom Allen

The Camera Group will meet on Tuesday, 
September 13 at 2:00PM. The topic will be 

“Perspectives and Reflections.” SMC member Harry 
Bloom will lead a session designed to improve everyday 
photos. We’ll explore the value of experimenting with 
position, exposure, and cropping. Harry says, “Shoot 
like crazy to get better pictures.” Remember, filling 
up data cards is a no cost opportunity for eliminating 
boring photos. He will show examples of photos shot 
of the same thing from different locations.

Bring your cameras, opinions, and some photos of 
your own so we can sort the good from the better and 
the better from the best! 

—Irv Poston

Camera Group
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Bowling
Despite the current warm weather, it’s time to start thinking about 
our league bowling. Chairman Richard Volpe has organized our 
league into 9 three man teams for our new season including a 
"blind" team. We will continue at Troy Lanes at 1950 E. Square 
Lake Rd. near John R. and start Monday, September 12 at 
10:00AM.

We continue practicing at 10:00AM Wednesday mornings. New 
bowlers are needed and most welcome. Even if you haven’t 
bowled for a long time (maybe never), please consider giving 
it a try. You will find great fun and camaraderie with men more 
interested in the social aspects of bowling than in high scores. 
Any questions can be directed to Richard Volpe – RfaV13@gmail.
com or 248-417-5435.

—Dick Harper

Golf Notes
Senior Men’s Club did not meet last month, but the golfers were busy in August. 
First we competed at Lincoln Hills for the 4-Man Handicap Scramble on August 
1 with winners for Flight #1: Randy Barnett, Dan Foehr, Chuck Torner and Rich 
Wheling with a net score of 22.8 and Flight #2: Jim Hayes, Pete Kass, John Marsh 
and Al Nealey with a net score of 20.63. For complete results, see the bulletin board 
at the September 9 meeting.

Then we started the Best 2 of 3 Consecutive Rounds at Springdale on August 4. 
Results aren’t in yet, but you can see the bulletin board at the September 9 meeting 
for the complete results.

On August 9, we returned to Stonycroft Golf Club for our annual outing. The winners 
were: 1st Place – Perry Driggs, Randy Barnett, Gerd Keuffel, Dick Mueller and Ralph Cowie with a score of 32 and 
2nd Place - Tim McGee, Dick Bradley, Art Kaye, Jack Porter and Chuck Torner with a score of 34 and the Most 
Honest Score of 37 – Art Stuart, Bob Doll, John Mahoney, Cliff Bath and Alex McKeen.

And finally, over 24 of us volunteered as marshals and hosts for the U.S. Amateur Championships at Oakland 
Hills Country Club from August 13-20…did you see any of us on the South Course #14 Hole?

UPCOMING GOLF EVENTS

1. 3-Club Championship at Springdale will be Thursday, September 22. More information will be forthcoming 
by eBlast!

2. SMC member, Tom McNally, has graciously volunteered to put together and host a group of golfers to play 
18 holes at Detroit Golf Club. The date is Wednesday, September 28 at 8:00AM. We have finalized the cost at 
$100 to include range balls, cart, 18 holes of golf and lunch…please make the check out to SMC and remit to 
Tim McGee. If interested, please indicate by signing on the form posted on the bulletin board…we are limited to 
32-36 golfers!

3. Golf Banquet – Wednesday, October 19. 

For more information on any of these events, see one of the Golf Committee members listed below:
Monday Golf Chair: Tom Waffen; Thursday Golf Chair: Tom Schrift; Season Golf Chair: Tim McGee; Games Chair: 
Chuck Travers
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Dress Code
President Gene Jacoby has 
announced that our regular 
dress code – coats required, 
ties preferred – will be back 
in effect starting with our 
September meetings. Our 
“fashion police” will be 
watching to ensure that we 
maintain our reputation 
as the best dressed men in 
Birmingham.

2017 Dues
It’s that time of year again! 
The great bargain sale 
begins. Where else can 
you get great fellowship 
and outstanding speakers 
for a full year for only 
$40? Beginning with our 
September meetings, the 
Dues Committee will have 
a staffed table to accept 
payment of your 2017 
dues. Don’t forget that after 
January 1, the late fee will 
bump annual dues to $50.

—John Groves

New Life Member
We recently honored a new inductee into the Club’s 
most prestigious category – Life Membership – John 
(Jack) McCleary. Jack, who has been a member since 
1998, exhibited leadership qualities early in life, 
being voted President of his senior class at St. Martin 
High School in Detroit. He went on to receive his 
Bachelor of Science degree and eventually his MBA 
from the University of Detroit.

He served his country in the U.S. Army, in the 
artillery with the 1st Infantry Division from 1953-
55, sandwiching his military obligations between 
B.S. and MBA degrees. He then launched a multi-
faceted professional career – with Ford, Chrysler and 
the National Center for Manufacturing. He taught Production Management at 
the University of Detroit and served as a volunteer substitute teacher at Brother 
Rice High School in Birmingham. He was an active member of the Institute of 
Industrial & Systems Engineers.

Jack has been an active and valued member of the Senior Men’s Club, serving 
as Officer-at-Large, on the Improvement Committee and on the Special Events 
Committee, where he managed the annual trip to Stratford. He also has served 
as a monthly Program Chairman, organizing high profile speakers for Friday 
meetings.

He loves global travel, with trips to many North and South American cities, plus 
to Europe and Asia.

Jack has been married to Patricia for an outstanding 59 years – they are proud 
parents of five children, three of them are University of Michigan graduates.

Welcome Jack to Life Membership!
—Dick Kamp and Dick Harper

Senior Health Matters:  Is Walking as Effective as Running?
A six-year study published in the April issue of the Journal 
Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology  found 
how long you exercise–and thus how many calories you 
burn-is more important than how hard you exercise. 
Running is a more efficient form of exercise but not 
necessarily better for you. Walking at a moderate pace and 
running produced similar health benefits so long as the 
same amount of energy was expended. What is a moderate 
pace? It is 100 steps per minute, 3000 steps in 30 minutes 
or walking as if you were late for work. The U.S. Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention recommends 150 minutes 
per week which can be 30 minutes five days a week or 50 
minutes three times a week. A purist can measure his steps 
with a pedometer or a Fitbit fitness monitor. 

The Senior Men’s Club Walking Group meets every Tuesday and Thursday at 8:00AM for a 50 minute walk. The 
remaining 50 minutes are done on your own using the honor system.

—Augustine L. Perrotta, DO, Chairman, Visitation-Health
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Special Events
Stratford Trip
Tickets are still available for our annual trip to Stratford. 
This year we will travel on Thursday, September 22 to 
see “A Chorus Line” – a show which has been getting 
great reviews. Tickets are priced at $125.

Important items:

• The performance will be presented without an 
interval and will run approximately two hours. Late 
patrons will be admitted only at an appropriate 
break and only to balcony seats

• We will have a pre-performance buffet lunch in the 
theater building, providing adequate seating time

• Please be sure your passports are in order, and that 
no medical nuclear medicine treatments have been 
given 72 hours prior to the trip.

—Special Events Committee

A Tour of Detroit Public TV 
Studios & Fall Color Tour
On Thursday, October 27, 9:00AM we will depart the 
First Presbyterian Church parking lot.
Tour includes:
• Tour of DPTV Facilities and Studios
• Experience Live Recording of Show
• Meet DPTV Staff
• Catered Lunch at DPTV
• Fall Color Drive through Kensington Metropark
Cost $30.

—Malcolm D. Hendy

Save the Date!
SMC Christmas Party
Our annual Senior Men’s Club Christmas Dinner 
Dance will take place on Tuesday, December 13 at 
the San Marino Club in Troy. The festivities will 
begin with a social reception at 5:30PM, with snacks, 
punch, and a cash bar. We will be seated at 6:45PM 
for announcements and introductions, followed by 
dinner at 7:00PM and dancing to follow.

Tickets will go on sale at the Special Events table on 
Fridays beginning in November. More details will 
follow in the October Reminder.

The Senior Men's Club began a year-long celebration 
of its 50th Anniversary with the performance of 
Gypsy...ten years later we return to the Village 
Players for their production of Mame to kick-off the 
celebration of our 60th Anniversary.

We've blocked out the theater for a special performance 
on Wednesday, November 9th for 200 of us at $35.00 
per ticket that will go on sale Friday, September 23rd. 
Light hors d'oeuvres prior to the play.

So put on your "bib and tucker" as we forget the 
results of the election the previous day and return us 
to a more carefree time of the Roaring Twenties as 
we follow Mame Dennis living the high-life in New 
York City. This show will put a song in your heart 
and dance in your step as you cheer and celebrate the 
personality of one of the most vivacious characters on 
the musical stage.

November 9, 2016
Reception at 6:30

Curtain Rise at 8:00
General Seating

$35.00 per ticket
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Officer Election Timing
The SMC Constitution establishes the timing of the annual 
election of officers at the second meeting in November, with the 
report of the Nominating Committee read one week prior. This 
normally results in a very tight schedule to complete the naming 
of Committee Chairmen and listing of all Committee members 
for the Handbook, which normally has an information deadline 
of November 30.

In 2016, the plan to publish a 2017 picture handbook for the 
60th anniversary raises a unique problem because all information 
must be in by November 1, prior to the normal election of 
officers. For the immediate issue of 2017 Officer Elections in 
the fall of 2016, the Policy Committee and Executive Board have  
recommended a one-year exception to the Constitution, pulling 
the election ahead to the September 30 meeting. This exception 
was approved by the membership on July 15.

The Policy Committee and Executive Board are recommending 
that the SMC Constitution be amended to move elections to the 
last meeting in October to allow more orderly transition planning 
prior to the Handbook deadline, for the 2018 Officer Elections 
and beyond. The second sentence of Article IV, Section 2 of the 
Constitution would be revised to read, “Said election shall take 
place at the last meeting in the preceding October.”

As required by the Constitution, this amendment as published in 
The Reminder, will be read at the September 9 and 16 meetings, 
and will be voted upon following the second reading.

—John Steele
Chairman, Policy Committee

His areas of responsibility included 
financial activities and administration and 
management of government contracts. 
Bob retired after serving 44 years in various 
divisions of General Motors.

Bob submitted a membership application 
to the Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham 
in 1993. He became a member in 1999. He 
likes the fact that club members are varied 
in their interests. “There is something for 
everyone—golf, bowling, bridge, special 
events and volunteer opportunities.” Bob 
holds the position of Circulation Manager 
of The Reminder, played a key role in the 
development of “Wars of Our Generation,” 
served as Treasurer of the Bowling League and 
has recruited Classic Cars to show members 
who attend the annual picnic. He continues 
to be active in these areas.

Another important role that Bob plays in our 
club is mentoring new members. He provides 
friendship and guidance to the new active 
members. His advice to the new members of 
the SMC is: “Please continue to recruit new 
members who will carry on the traditions 
that have allowed me to enjoy the friendship 
of so many interesting people.”  

While in retirement, Bob continues to give 
back to the greater community. He has 
participated in several organizations such 
as Junior Achievement, the Optimist Club 
(past president), and the Model A Club (past 
president) and Meals on Wheels.

Bob and his wife, Wanda, of 63 years are 
residents of Beverly Hills. They are members 
of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Catholic 
Church. They have three children, eight 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren 
and Bob says: “They are the fuel that keeps 
our lives energized.”

—Chuck Ragains

...continued from page 1

Bob Jordan
Medical Emergency 
Preparedness Team
Seven more members have completed 
the training in CPR/AED by the 
Birmingham Fire Department on 
July 30, 2016 and are now certified. 
They join the Medical Emergency 
Preparedness Team which now 
numbers thirty members. The entire 
Club offers its congratulations!

•  Joel S. Adelman
•  Charles J. Blank
•  Charles R. (Dick) Bradley
•  Malcolm D. Hendy
•  Longin Kolakowski
•  Ben C. Mangiapane
•  John C. Marsh

—Dave Dinger
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A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, which meets 
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Maynard Timm, associate editors; Tom Booth, Bill Shaffmaster, and Geno Markel, 
photography; Lee Trumbull, computer layout; Bob Jordan, mailing.

Mystery Lyrics
T h e  J u l y 
m y s t e r y 
lyrics lived 
up to that 
term – only 
5  reader s 
c o u l d 
identify the 
title of the 

song which starts with this line:

It seems we stood and 
talked like this before

Congratulations to Midge (Roger) 
Gettel, Fred Hansz, Tom (and Rose 
Marie) Venier, Clay Gordon and 
Tom McNally. Regular readers of the 
column will recognize these names 
as frequent contributors.

Let’s try another Sinatra tune this 
month. The mystery lyrics are:

Broke somebody's heart and 
I’m afraid that it was mine

Can you name that tune?

Sports Trivia
Last month’s sports trivia challenge 
proved to be most challenging (maybe 
a little too much so). We asked our 
long time Detroit Lions fans if you 
could name the members of the Lions 
“Fearsome Foursome”. Only Pete Kass 
could name all four – Alex Karras, 
Darris McCord, Roger Brown and Sam 
Williams. Clay Gordon remembered 
Karras and Williams – but that was 
all we received.

Let’s try two more (and possibly 
easier) Detroit Lion challenges this 
month:

-What defensive back was nicknamed 
“The Hatchet”?

-What well known singer did Dick 
“Night Train” Lane marry? (Isn’t 
that one of the all time great sport 
nicknames?)

—Dick Harper

Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, September 13, 9:30AM
Reminder Deadline:  Friday, September 16
Bowling:  Mondays at 10:00AM at Troy Lanes (beg. 9/12)
Wednesdays at 10:00AM at Troy Lanes (practice)
Bridge:  Tuesdays at 9:00AM; Fridays after lunch
Golf: Monday Golf at Lincoln Hills
 Thursday Golf at Springdale
Special Events
"A Chorus Line" at Stratford:  Thursday, September 22
Tour of DPTV Studios/Fall Color Tour:  Thursday, October 27, 9:00AM
"Mame" at Village Players:  Wednesday, November 9, 6:30PM
Group Meetings
Book Reading Group A:  Wednesday, September 7, 10:30AM
Classic Movie Group:  Monday, September 12, 1:00PM
Camera Group:  Tuesday, September 13, 2:00PM
Investment Group:  Wednesday, September 14, 2:45PM
Book Reading Group B:  Monday, September 19, 3:00PM
Computer Group:  Wednesday, September 21, 3:00PM


