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    Ben Stupka joined RTA in 2015.  As manager 

of planning and financial analysis, he was re-

sponsible for managing the development of a 20-

year $4.6 billion Regional Transit Master Plan, 

which included research and analysis, financial 

modeling, public outreach, inter-governmental 

relations, and extensive consultant manage-

ment. 

    Previously he was a planning specialist for Cali-

fornia’s largest bus-only transit agency in Oak-

land and principal transportation planner for the 

San Francisco County Transportation Authority.  

    He grew up in Birmingham, was graduated 

from Michigan State University, and earned his 

master’s degree in regional planning at the Uni-

versity of Michigan.  

       The RTA plans for and coordinates public trans-
portation in the four-county region. It oversees ex-
isting transit providers throughout the region, devel-
ops a regional master transit plan to guide present 
and future service, and puts funding questions on the 
ballot for public vote. It is the entity through which 
state and federal funds are applied for and allocated 
to providers. 

    Its 10-member board is appointed for three-year 
terms by executives of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and 
Washtenaw counties, the Mayor of Detroit, and the 
Governor of Michigan. SMC member Chuck Moss is 
currently an Oakland County member.   

    The RTA developed a master plan, adopted in 2016, 
that focuses on building a regional transit system to 
better connect the four counties and provide a quick 
and seamless transit network across the region. It 
uses the RTA's coordinating powers to weave togeth-
er and leverage the strengths of the region's existing 
transit providers.  It would also implement the re-
gion’s first bus rapid transit lines and a Detroit to Ann 
Arbor rail line. 
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