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Senior Men’s Club Explores Hamtramck
     George, the Senior Men’s Club of

Birmingham bus driver for its monthly
excursions, was on hand an hour early
at the Birmingham Presbyterian
Church with hot coffee and fresh
doughnuts for the Hamtramck bus tour
March 15.

    Clipboard at the ready, Special
Events Committee Chairman John
Zabriskie and Trip Leader John Reddy
welcomed arrivals, including past
presidents Dick Harper and Jack
McLaughlin.  All SMC members, applicants and guests on the trip were so
prompt the bus could leave early for the tour narrated by Greg Kowalski,
Birmingham Eccentric Editor and Chairman of the Hamtramck Historical
Commission since 1998.

    Kowalski began his tour description by saying, “If you haven’t lived in
Hamtramck, then what you know about Hamtramck is probably wrong.”  He
attended Hamtramck St. Florian schools, and impressive St. Florian Church
was the first tour stop.  Then it was on to tour the city, which goes back to 1798,
where workers’ houses are on 30-foot lots making for close knit neighborhoods.

...continued on page 7

John Zabriskie and John Reddy check in
guests on the bus tour of Hamtramck
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New Applicants:
James P. O’Connor Jr., (Cecily)
1471Manderford Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-2032
248-540-2014
E-mail: 1nghter@att.net
Sponsor: Howard L. Maichen

Robert J. Byrwa, (Joyce)
578 Kingsley Trail
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-2318
248-613-6679 (mobile)
E-mail: BoByrwa@comcast.net
Sponsor: Howard L. Maichen

Thomas W. Venier, (Rose Marie)
1389 Fairway Drive
Birmingham, MI 48009-1807
248-642-2386
E-mail: TomVenier@aol.com
Sponsor: Roy P. Halmhuber

—Bill Peschel and Pete Kass

(photos by John Dudash)

Deaths:
Member William V. George, joined February 1996

Membership News

To Life Member:
Clifton M. Elliott, (LOA)  joined March 1996
Edward Yatsko, (LOA) joined June 1987
Chuck R. Sorber, (LOA)  joined February 1991
L. Will Braisted, joined January 1996
George R. Mosher, joined January 1990

Resigned:
Applicant Maurice L. Brackenbury
Applicant Herbert K. Danziger

New Members:

Gino G. Salciccioli, (Terry)
3592 Walbri Drive
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-2466
248-540-3357
E-mail: TerryGino@aol.com
Sponsor: William B. Schwartz

Robert F. Smith, (Sharon)
1640 Spotswood Drive
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302-2266
248-626-8876
E-mail:
RFarrellSmith@comcast.net
Sponsor: Kenneth E. Brooker

Ivan S. Doctor, (Katherine)
23800 Ravineview Court
Bingham Farms, MI 48025-4649
248-644-5425
E-mail: DriDoctor@yahoo.com
Sponsor: James M. Colville

Thomas F. Hrynik, (Mary)
2828 Orchard Trail Drive
Troy, MI 48098-4124
248-642-4534
E-mail: THrynik@comcast.net
Sponsor: Richard A. Suminski

Lloyd E. Jones, (Carol)
5507 Kingsmill Drive
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301-1037
248-626-7538
Sponsor: John S. Flintosh

Harold G. Bay, (Sue)
7135 Sherwood Drive
Boomfield Hills, MI 48301-3946
248-540-9124
E-mail: HSBay@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Fred D. Hendrick
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Successful Survivor
Gerard Markey, a new

Golden Oldie, is facing
his nintieth birthday in
May having survived the
great depression and
WWII, while achieving a
remarkable life along the
way.

Gerry graduated in
1939 from Fordham
University with a B.A. in Economics. During his
student years, Fordham was a national football
power coached by Jim Crowley, one of the Four
Horsemen of Notre Dame. Fordham was undefeated
for three years and was named The Seven Blocks of
Granite, defeating many of the Big Ten schools. It
was still the depression year and bankers were
selling apples on the street for five cents apiece.
Upon graduation, Gerry was hired by a classmate’s
father for $15.00 a week.

An ad in the newspaper saying “Fly for the U.S.
Army Air Corps and earn $205.00 / month” caught
Gerry’s attention and he enlisted. After graduating
from Advanced Flying School he was commissioned
a Second Lieutenant. With 33 months of active duty
he rose to the rank of Major and was Squadron
Commander of 252 airmen and 27 flying officers.
Gerry was reassigned to the Third Tactical Air
Command in Louisiana. His wife was able to join
him for two months before her allergies caught up
with her and she was pregnant again. His spouse,
Jeanne McKenna Markey, eventually presented him
with seven children. Later when he attended
Command and General Staff School, one of Gerry’s
classmates was Reza Pahlavi, who became the Shah
of Iran. This was his last Army obligation.

In civilian life Gerry was employed by Bohn
Aluminum, TRW, Federal Mogul and Houdaille
Industries, all automotive suppliers. With that kind
of experience he was able to open his own
Manufacturer’s Rep. Agency which he successfully
operated until his retirement.

We are proud to have Gerry join our Golden
Oldies.

—Roy Halmhuber

Notable Beans
Beans helped

make Boston famous
and a bean counter is
a popular member of
the SMCB. The
newest inductee into
Golden Oldies, Don
Upward, has had an
illustrious career for
36 years with a local
CPA firm,
culminating with the title “Partner-in-Charge” of
the Detroit office. His clients have been notables in
the sports and business worlds.

While serving in the Coast Guard during WWII,
Don achieved the rank of Chief Petty Officer-
Finance Officer. Most of his four years in the service
were spent aboard a ship in the North Atlantic. He
returned home to his wife and attended the U of D
night school as an accounting major. He went on to
earn his C.P.A.

Don used his accounting skill in community
activities as president of Stoneycroft Golf Club,
treasurer of the Michigan Diocese of the Episcopal
Church, treasurer of Senior Men’s Club, and a
chairman of The Community House Fund Drive.
Currently he is a member of the Special Events
Committee.

Don met his wife, the former Audrey Dostal, in
an eleventh grade history class at Baldwin High
School. A hay ride was their first date. They went
“steady” during their teen years and the romance
has continued through 64 years of marriage. The
Upwards have three children and four
grandchildren. They live in the Birmingham area
continuing the tradition that started when young
Don (on his paper route) first delivered the Free
Press to Audrey’s home.

We welcome Don to our prestigious group of
Golden Oldies.

—Roy Halmhuber

Golden Oldies
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THE REMINDER

A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of
Birmingham, which meets on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. at
The Community House, 380 S. Bates, Birmingham,
Michigan 48009.

Officers for 2006 are:  Frank Barnes, president;
Bill Johnson, first vice president; Ken Urwiller,
second vice president; Bob Pullar, recording secretary;
Dave Dinger, corresponding secretary; Bill Minard,
treasurer; Bill Sprague, assistant treasurer; William H.
Crabtree, parliamentarian; Bob Klein and Riggs
Miller, officers at large.

THE REMINDER  includes: Chuck Kirkpatrick,
editor; Dick Harper, Paul Pentecost, Bill Reilly, Dick
Davis, associate editors; Bob Hadley and John
Dudash, photography; Kim Duenow and Lee
Trumbull, computer layout; Bob Jordan, mailing.

Toledo Mud Hens Baseball Trip
Wednesday, May 24, 2006

The Special Events Committee has reserved a deluxe 56 passenger motor
coach to take us to see the exciting AAA Baseball League Champion Toledo Mud
Hens play the Buffalo Bisons on Wednesday, May 24th. Starting time for this
sell-out game is 10:30 AM, followed by lunch in a choice of five unique
restaurants along the colorful Maumee riverfront. Especially for the ladies will be
a brief stop & shop at the popular Libby Glass outlet store in the nearby Erie Street
Market.

The low $22.00 package price includes bus transportation, driver gratuity, plus excellent seating in the Mud
Hens modern new stadium—Fifth Third Field. Tickets will go on sale at 9:15 AM Friday, April 28th, May 5th and
May 12 on a first-come, first-served basis. We will meet on game day at the rear of the First Presbyterian Church
parking lot. The bus will leave the church promptly at 8:45 AM and return at approximately 5:15 PM.

As an American League farm club, the players you will be cheering-on are “wanna be” Detroit Tigers,
so…GO MUD HENS!

—Jack Howell, John Horiszny and Don Upward

MYSTERY LYRICS
Eight readers correctly identified the March

mystery lyrics:
“You had plenty money 1922
You let other women make a fool of you”

as being from “Why Don’t You Do
Right” - a classic Peggy Lee song of the
early 40’s. They were Jim Leese, Irv
Poston, Phil Werner and Jerry Heller
after e-mail distribution of The
Reminder, and Jack Howell, Bob

Klein, John O’Brien, and Dick Porter
after regular mail distribution.

We are reaching back even further for this
month’s lyrics. They are from an Academy Award
winning song of 1937 - suggested by applicant
Keith Jones.

“We may never, never meet again
On the bumpy road to love
But I’ll always, always keep the memory of”

Can you name that tune? Hint: the singer was
perhaps better known as a dancer. P.S. - no googling
allowed (is that a word?)

—Dick Harper



55555

Associate Member
Tom Mitchell

Another indication of the strong ties and friendship
generated by the SMC is the fact that ex-member Tom
Mitchell, who has lived in Buffalo, NY, for several
years, would enjoy hearing from SMC members who
knew him when he was an active member.  His wife,
Pat, sent a letter with Tom’s Associate Member dues
check, indicating that he is now in a nursing home
rehab situation, and would love to hear from old
friends. Letters may be sent to his home at 155 Crescent
Ave., Buffalo, NY 14214-2330

—Dick Davis

Discussion Group
On March 3, the Discussion Group heard SMC member Augie Perrotta describe the

demographics and personality profile of those who wear bow ties.  This was followed by
a hands-on tutorial on how to tie a bow tie.  Fifty bow ties were made available by
Carrot & Gibbs of Boulder, CO for the training session conducted by SMC instructors
Jack Cotton, Zac Endress, John Jickling, Jim North, Bill Rolf and Don Speyer.

On March 10, Dr. Michael I. Opipari gave an in-depth discussion of the bioethical, economic, and religious
implications of acceptance or rejection of a feeding tube in the course of critical illness, hospice and end of life.

On March 17, St. Patrick’s Day, the charming and vivacious Kitty Heinzman from County Mayo presented
the history and interpretation of Irish folk dance.  Jessie Chapman who will represent
Michigan at the International Step Dance competition in Belfast was a rare treat.  An
elegant eight-member adult class of ceili and folk dancers from the local one of 12
Heinzman Schools of Irish Folk Dance elicited enthusiastic audience participation.

On March 24, we heard an incredibly timely update on Bird Flu.
On March 31, we will hear an enthusiastic account of personal experiences with

Elderhostel by SMC member Gene Winters.
—Augie Perrotta

Bumper Sticker Humor

• Be nice to your children, they’ll pick your
nursing home.

• My son is inmate of the month at Jackson

(Have you seen any good ones? Let us know)

A Look at the Future and
the Past!

Although there
are only two
meetings in April,
our after-lunch
Discussion Group
will have two programs that should be of
interest to all members. As usual, these meetings
take place after lunch each Friday from 12:45
until 1:30 p.m.  Look on the front cover of The
Reminder each month for the schedule of
discussion presenters and topics.

The first program will give a further update
on a “hot” topic regarding alternate fuels for the

future.  The second presentation
will take us back to the year 1421
when the Chinese Emperor sent
a thousand-ship armada around
the world.

All members, applicants, and
guests are welcome to attend

these meetings. Plan to spend an
extra hour on Friday to broaden

your knowledge of the future and the past.
—Irv Poston

Augie Perrotta presents roses to
Irish folk dancer Kitty Heinzman

at the Discussion Group
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Games Page

Monday Golf
The Golf Committee has

arranged for Monday golf play at
Lincoln Hills this season.

Our season starts April 24, 2006. The fee is $192
for 16 weeks. Riding carts are extra. Make your check
payable to SMCB and send it to:

Bill Spreitzer, 22663 N. Nottingham Dr.
Beverly Hills, MI 48025-3524

Payments must be received by April 3, 2006,
after which tee times will be assigned. If you want to
play with particular persons, contact a member of
the committee (see below) with the names.

Walk-ons will pay $13 each week and will only
play as a substitute for a regular player.

Bill Spreitzer 248-647-5140
Jerry Heller 248-594-9613
Tom Waffen 248-229-9816
Ed Jones 248-646-5982
Fran DeGrande 248-489-1064

—Jerry Heller

Thursday Golf
Hope everyone has been to the Domes working out the creaks and pains, because Thursday golf will begin

on April 6th. The price this year is only $9. Where else can you find a price going down and not up! Our tee
times start at 9:00 a.m. On Friday, March 10th, Frank Barnes, Club President, drew the starting tee times which
are posted on the bulletin board before each Friday meeting. All walk-ons should put your name on the sign up
sheet or check mark your name if it already exists. All members and applicants are welcome to participate. You
don’t want to miss out on the outstanding prizes that Thursday Golf plans for this year.

—Bill Reilly

Bridge Report
Duplicate averaged 30 players. Jim Peters, Jim

Tedesco, Phil Werner, John Caldwell, J.C. Patterson,
Jim Tedesco and Dick Suminski. In this period there
was one small slam by Smith and Caldwell.

—Don McNair

Bowling Report
There are only three weeks of bowling

remaining, and two teams are tied for first place.
They are:

Patriots - (Johnson, Scott, Keifer and
Lessenthien)

Bucs - (Onnie, Bateman, Boynton and Judge)
Bowling banquet tickets are available from the

team captains. The price is $25, the place is Farina’s
Banquet Center in Berkley and the date is
Wednesday, May 3.

Just a reminder to all of the bowlers, over
$3,000 in total prize money will be awarded with
everyone sharing the cash. This is the result of over
80 cash prizes.

This year we are inviting non-bowlers who are
members or applicants of the SMCB, if you’re
thinking of joining the league next year we will be
happy to have you join us.

—Dennis Kozak
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Handbooks &
Directories

If you did not get your 2006
Member Handbook and
Applicant Directory yet, you
can get them Friday mornings
from Bob Engel at the north end
of the head table.

—Handbook Committee

Hymn Humor
A small church in upstate Michigan was in need of new hymnals. The pastor

was delighted when a local business, Beecham’s Pharmacy, offered to fund the
printing. The new books arrived just in time for Christmas services.

Everyone was happy until they discovered that the words to one of their
favorite hymns had been changed. They found themselves singing:

“Hark the herald angels sing
Beecham’s Pills are just the thing
Peace on earth and mercy mild
Two for adult, one for child”
(This is not a true story, But you might find yourself singing the altered

words next Christmas).

...Hamtramck  continued from page 1

   Luncheon
convened at the
Under the Eagle
family-style
restaurant,
opening with
surprisingly
delicious Dill
Pickle Soup.
Kielbasa and
sauerkraut, roast
chicken, and pierogis followed in passed-around
courses.  No one would go home hungry and
conversation was lively in this over-30-year-old
restaurant.

    Reviewing the trip, Bob Stevenson said, “I
enjoyed St. Florian’s.  It was an interesting trip back
in time.  The history of Hamtramck is not to be
overlooked.”  John Reddy commented, “We planned
this trip with Greg and it proved popular; we are
doing it again next week.”

    Co-Trip Leader John O’Brien, who brought his
wife Jody, said, “Today we rediscovered Hamtramck.
Even if you were a native of this area, there are
many facts we learned about historic Polish heritage
going back to 1798 when it was named in honor of
Col. John Francis Hamtramck.”

    The group ended the tour by lining up at a
Polish bakery and buying it out of Hot Cross Buns.

    —Reprinted from the Birmingham Eccentric

Words to Live By
From that famous philosopher, Satchel Paige

♦ How old would you be if you didn’t
know how old you are?

♦ Age is a case of mind over matter. If you
don’t mind, it don’t matter.

♦ Don’t look back, something might be
gaining on you.

Jody and John O’Brien pass the chicken,
following the dill pickle soup, at the Under

the Eagle restaurant in Hamtramck
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The Reminder
Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham
380 S. Bates St. Birmingham, MI 48009

Executive Board Meeting: Tuesday, April 11, 2006, 9:30 AM

Reminder Deadline: Friday, April 14, 2006

Games
Bowling: Monday, 9:00 AM and Wednesday, 10:00 AM at Thunderbird Lanes

Bridge: Tuesdays, 9:00 AM and Fridays after lunch.

Golf: Monday, Lincoln Hills Golf Course

Thursday, Springdale Golf Course

Special Events
Macomb Center for the Performing Arts, Charlie Prose: Sunday, April 2, 2006

Toledo Mud Hens Baseball: Wednesday, May 24, 2006

 Group Meetings
Investment Study: Wednesday, April 12, 2006 at 2:45 PM

Computer: Wednesday, April 19, 2006 at 2:30 PM
All events at The Community House unless otherwise stated.

CLUB DATES TO REMEMBER

Computer Group

Have you ever wanted to write
a book, or organize your memoirs?
How about a family history with
pictures and words? Maybe an
hour of your time at the April 19
meeting of the Computer Group
can help. We have invited SMC
Member Bob Clements to describe
his use of Microsoft Publisher to
organize and prepare the
documents required for publishing
the Senior Men’s Club Handbook
and the Applicants Directory.

Join us at the Wednesday, April
19, Computer Group meeting at
2:30p.m.

—George Nordenholt

Photographer
Needed

As readers
most likely are
aware, The
Reminder has
initated
including
pictures of new members each
month. This, of course, necessitates
having a photographer available on
Fridays when applicants are
proposed for membership.

John Dudash usually has this
assignment, but we are looking for
back-up photographic support as
needed. If you have a digital
camera, and would be willing to
substitute for John on occasion,
please call him at 248-644-5273.

—Dick Harper Investment Study Group
The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 12 at

2:45 p.m. in The Community House. Carlos Rangel,
Technology Analyst, Managed Asset Portfolios L.L.C.
will present “Chips, Cookies and Other Important Food
Groups for Technology Investors.” He will give us a
unique look in a young analyst’s toolbox and show us how to find
value and minimize risk. Individual technology stock analysis will be
discussed in detail.

In the stock game, the new leader is Bob Fregolle with a 39% gain.
Hal Twietmeyer’s gain is 35% and Dick Anderson has gained 30%.
The game ends in May; the winner will receive a new Dodge Charger.

—George Miller


