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Senior Men’s Club, Birmingham, Michigan

The Reminder
January, 2023
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PASSING THE GAVEL

Outgoing President Swarn Rajpal passes the SMCB gavel to incoming 
President Paul Kovceses

February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

Brian Hart, Fellow, China Power Project, Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, Washington, DC,  (on Zoom), "U.S. National Defense Strategy in the 
Era of Great Power Competition with China.”

Janelle Jagmin, Director, Michigan Craft Beer Council. (on Zoom), 
"Michigan’s Craft Beverage Industry – All the Right Ingredients."

John Low, Ph.D. Dept of History, Ohio State University (on Zoom), 
"Indigenous Americans of the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley before the 
Coming of the Europeans."

State Senator Mallory McMorrow, MI Senate Majority Whip and Senator 
from District 8 (in-person), "A Lansing Legislative Update."

FEBRUARY LUNCHES AT 
THE IROQUOIS CLUB

FEBRUARY 3RD
Rolls & Butter
Caesar Salad 

Mixed Vegetables
Fettuccine Alfredo
Chicken Marsala
Dessert: Cookies

FEBRUARY 10TH 
(Valentine's Day) 

Rolls & Butter
Garden Salad

Mixed Vegetables
Pasta with olive oil & cheese

Chicken Parmesan
Dessert: Chocolate mousse

FEBRUARY 17TH  
Rolls & Butter 
Harvest Salad 

Peas
Mac N Cheese
Chicken Picatta

Dessert: Brownies

FEBRUARY 24TH: 
Rolls & Butter
Caesar Salad

Baby Green Beans
Roasted Redskins

Parmesan Cod
Dessert: Cookies

FEBRUARY 2023 SPEAKERS Speaker Chairs-
Larry Imerman, Martin Rowell

Passing the Gavel, February 	
Lunches, February Speakers

Life Member Inductions

Annual Report	
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LIFE MEMBER INDUCTIONS
 We recognize an active member who has attained eighty-five 
years of age and has been a member for 10 consecutive years. 
A Life Member is no longer required to pay dues; however, 
many continue to do so.

Jalal Panah

Jalal was born October 27, 1934 in Ababan, Iran. He attended 
Razi high school and then the University of Tehran where he 
earned his Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree in 1961.  He 
started his internship in Iran and applied for his ECFMG 
(Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates) 
which assesses the readiness of International medical graduates 
to enter US residency programs.  Jalal was accepted at a 
hospital in Greensburg, PA and did a one-year rotating 
internship at West Moreland Hospital in Greensburg.
His Post Graduate Obstetrics & Gynecology work was at 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Pontiac, which at the time was 
affiliated with the U of M, from 1961-1962. Jalal was accepted 
for an OBGYN specialty at St. Joe’s from 1962-1965.
Upon his graduation from medical school, he applied to 
become a US citizen and he dream was fulfilled in 1969. He 
worked for a bit Downriver, but then settled in the West 
Bloomfield-Pontiac area to establish his private practice.  He 
was in that practice from 1969 until his retirement in 2012, 
joining SMCB shortly thereafter.
Jalal was actively involved in teaching residents and other 
doctors, became an Assistant Clinical Professor at MSU, was 

active in seminars and teaching techniques and belonged to 
multiple medical associations during his lifetime.
Jalal and his wife Rohan were married in 1961, just prior to 
moving to the US, and reside in Bloomfield Hills. They have 3 
daughters and 3 grandchildren.
Jalal joined SMCB in 2012, and over the years, served on the 
Visitation & Health Committee, was part of the welcome 
committee and played bridge.  He enjoys golf, tennis, social 
get-togethers and is an avid reader of American history and 
military books.
-Paul Kovceses

Dick Shirley

Mr. President and Fellow Members! Today, it is my distinct 
pleasure and honor to present my long-time family friend, 
Dick Shirley, for Life Membership in our Club. Over the years, 
Life Members have been introduced in various ways. Many of 
us will recall the unique style and format used by, then Past 
President Bill Reilly some twenty years ago. Now, I have the 
rare opportunity, having been Dick Shirley’s Sponsor some 
fifteen years ago, to introduce him for Life Membership in our 
Club, The Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham. 
Dick was born in Muncie, Indiana in 1937. In 1960 Dick and 
his wife, Sara, moved to Detroit following his graduation from 
Ball State University and her graduation from Nursing School. 
Dick worked for the Public Accounting Firm of Deloitte, 
Haskins & Sells for twelve years during which time he became 
a CPA. 
After Public Accounting he worked in senior financial positions 
at Bendix Corporation, Masco and Key Manufacturing 
Company. In 1989 Dick acquired General Die Casting 
Company, a tier 1 supplier to the Big Three US automotive 
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companies. His company made external car ornamentation 
such as hood ornaments and name badges. Dick retired in 
2000. 
Dick is on the Board of Trustees of a large multi-employer 
Pension Plan. He also serves on the Board of his Condo 
Association and has a private pilot license. He joined the 
Senior Mens Club in 2007 and has served as a lunch ticket 
seller and assistant Treasurer. Dick and his wife reside in West 
Bloomfield and are members of the First United Methodist 
Church of Birmingham. They have three children and two 
granddaughters. I am honored to present fellow member and 
long-time friend, Dick Shirley, for Life Membership in the 
Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham. 
-Dave Dinger

SMC FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL REPORT
Our second full year of operation was a good one as we kicked 
off the fundraising campaign to raise $65,000 to commemorate 
the Senior Men's Club 65th Anniversary.  We haven't reached 
our goal yet, but we have made great strides as illustrated by 
the graph included.
With contributions from 82 members and friends of the Club, 
we have reached 78% of our goal with collections of over 
$50,000.  Since the inception of the Foundation, we have 
graciously received over $90,000 from 134 members and 
friends.
As a result of the generous donations we recently awarded 
$10,000 grants to the Michigan Veterans Home in Chesterfield 
Township for the "Home Enrichment Program" to support 
124 veterans living in the home and to the World War II Legacy 
Foundation to support the construction of the memorial plaza 
located at 13 Mile and Woodward in Royal Oak.
Additionally, the Foundation Board of Directors just 
approved the continuation of a grant award to the Alzheimer's 
Association of Oakland County of $10,000 to be presented 
later this spring.  This grant is added to our previous $5,000 
donation awarded in the fall of 2021.
And in order to sustain the Foundation into the future, the 
Board of Directors has directed an increase in the Foundation 
Endowment Fund to $25,000 that will be invested in higher 
interest bearing accounts.

All of these efforts wouldn't be possible without your 
support.  For the past 65 years, the Club has successfully 
provided fellowship and shared interests for its members.  
With the creation of the Foundation, we have strengthened 
our commitment to community service on our terms.  The 
Foundation serves to promote senior men activities and issues 
affecting the physical health concerns through charitable and 
educational participation.
“The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be 
honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some difference that 
you have lived and lived well.” 
For the Board, we thank you and look forward to your 
continued support.
-Tim McGee, President
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FEBRUARY 2023 BIRTHDAYS

WRIGHT MUSEUM VISIT PHOTOS
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SCORE ARTICLE
As a reminder, last year the SMCB board set a new strategic 
goal to give back to our community in 2023. The Birmingham 
Senior Men’s Club is setting up a Mentoring Group aimed at 
helping small businesses thrive. Because small businesses make 
up the majority of our work force, it’s vital for all of us to keep 
them healthy and growing. The knowledge and skills you have 
developed during your career are desperately needed by our 
local business owners.
SMC will be using the SCORE’s proven methodology for 
mentoring. SCORE has been mentoring small businesses 
since 1964 and has helped over 11 million people reach their 
business goals. It is a nationwide organization with over 10,000 
volunteers (with 70 members in SE Michigan) that has a proven 
methodology to help entrepreneurs.
SCORE offers three different services to small businesses: one-
on-one mentoring, CEO roundtables and workshops. Members 
can be mentors, workshop facilitators or subject matter 
experts that give presentations or are called on for specific 
needs. 
There is a formalized training program and co-mentoring 
sessions to make sure you are ready to help a local business 
person. It is very rewarding to assist these business owners. 
Whether they are starting a new business or growing an 
existing one, you will get a tremendous amount of satisfaction 
watching them grow.
Please join us.
Contact Dave Strubler @ 248-221-8915

FEBRUARY 14TH -
ASSOCIATES MEETING
We will be having an associates orientation on February 14, 
2023 at the Baldwin Library following the executive board 
meeting.
- John Klein

SMCB MEMBERS DAN 
BONBRISCO AND DICK BRADLEY 
CRUISING THE CARIBBEAN

Thank you for your generosity 
bringing toys and donations to 
the Senior Men's Club Holiday 
Dinner at the San Marino 

Club on December 13, 2022.  We collected 194 toys and 
cash donations that were added to the Cpl. Stanley L. Moore 
Marine Corps League Detachment annual collection bringing 
the totals to 1200 new toys and $1200.00 in checks and cash.  
We look forward to next year as we bring a little joy into a 
child at Christmas.



7
CCMMSSSE

N
IO

R MEN’S

CLU
B

BIR M IN G H A M, M
I

Est. �
	�
CCMMSSSE

N
IO

R MEN’S

CLU
B

BIR M IN G H A M, M
I

On Monday, February 13, at 1:00PM, Waller Harris will 
present, via Zoom, the outstanding crime/thriller, “Fargo” 
(1996) (1 hour/35 minutes). 
In 1987, Jerry Lundegaard (William H Macy) is a car salesman 
in Minneapolis, who is so deep in debt and desperate for 
money that he hires two thugs (Steve Buscemi and Peter 
Stormare) to kidnap his own wife.  Jerry’s plan is to collect the 
ransom from his wealthy father-in-law (Harve Presnel), paying 
the thugs a small portion and keeping the rest to satisfy his 
debts.  Jerry’s plans quickly fall apart after the thugs commit a 
triple homicide, involving a State Trooper and two witnesses, 
and Police Chief Marge Gunderson (Frances McDormand) 
is called in to lead the investigation into the killings and 
ultimately solves the case.
Written, produced and directed by Joel and Ethan Coen, 
“Fargo” is considered one of the brother’s greatest films, 
receiving seven Oscar nominations and winning two, Best 
Actress for McDormand and Best Original Screenplay for the 
Coens.  The film was selected for preservation in the United 
States National Film Registry and was considered as one of the 
100 greatest American Movies by the American Film Institute. 
In addition, it also scores 94% at Rotten Tomatoes.
So, mark your calendars now and plan to join Waller on 
February 13, to discover how Marge finally solves the case in 
this crime classic.   
As a reminder, you can watch the trailer for this film by 
pushing the Movie Preview Button on the SMC Homepage 
Also, watch for our access information in the Scheduled Events 
eBlast for the week of February 12.      
Looking forward to seeing you on February 13.     
– Fred Hansz / Chairman

CLASSIC MOVIE
GROUP 

Investment Group

Please join us at our next Investment Study Group meeting 
being held on Thursday February 9, 2022 at 2:45 PM. The in-
person and Zoom meeting will be held in the basement level of 
the Baldwin Public Library. Our speaker will be Allen Miller, 
CPA and tax expert.  Allen has spoken to our group in the past 
and will provide his timely information in the ever-evolving tax 
world. Having a tax problem can be a good thing with all your 
gains (or losses) achieved!   
As of the Reminder writing deadline, the Stock Game leader is 
Bill Halbert with an 83% gain in three months. Randy Barnett 
in second with a 55% gain. George Miller is in third place with 
a 48% gain.  John Murray, Jerry Peck and George's wife Faye 
are close behind.  As opposed to last year 45 of the 54 players 
are positive since the Stock Game started in mid-October.  
Since mid-October, the top stock is Madrigal Pharmaceuticals, 
Inc. (MDGL) with a 370% return!!  Another pharmaceutical 
company Verona Pharma, (VRNA) is up 91% followed by 
ASML Holding (ASML) which is up 68%.
With respect to the Stock Game, you’re allowed one buy 
a year. Your stocks can be sold one at a time, or all at once. 
These trades are as of the Friday, of the week your request is 
sent in. Those that have that have the stock game on their PC 
trade away.  We continue to work towards and internet based 
platform, so Mac and other PC users, besides Microsoft, can 
download the Stock Game to their PC. 
Please send an email at mjk7805@yahoo.com, if you want to 
change any of your positions or want a copy of the Stock Game 
report. If you are having any questions reading the Stock Game 
on your PC, please do not hesitate to email or call me at 248-
990-0305. We can set-up a Zoom meeting and help you read 
the report. 
Happy Investing!
-Mike Korsak
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MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY
READING GROUPS

In February we will be discussing two very different works 
of non-fiction.  The first is a vivid account of the many 19th 
century attempts by British adventures to find the Northwest 
Passage.  It is an amazing and tragic story of heroism, 
endurance and, sometimes, recklessness.  The second provides 
a unique and important look at Chinese history.
Please let Roger Timm or Bob Maxfield know if you would like 
to be included in our distribution list. The annual schedules 
for both the Monday and Wednesday groups are posted on the 
club’s website.
Both Groups will continue to meet via Zoom.

Wednesday, February 1 at 10:30 AM: The Man Who Ate His 
Boots: The Tragic History of the Search for the Northwest Passage by 
Anthony Brandt (New York: Anchor Books, 2011) 
From the publisher’s overview: “After the triumphant end 
of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, the British took it upon 
themselves to complete something they had been trying to do 
since the sixteenth century: find the fabled Northwest Passage. 
For the next thirty-five years the British Admiralty sent out 
expedition after expedition to probe the ice-bound waters 
of the Canadian Arctic in search of a route, and then, after 
1845, to find Sir John Franklin, the Royal Navy hero who led 
the last of these Admiralty expeditions. Enthralling and often 
harrowing, The Man Who Ate His Boots captures the glory and 
the folly of this ultimately tragic enterprise.”
Tom Booth will lead this discussion

Monday, February 20 at 3 PM: Big Sister, Little Sister, Red 
Sister: Three  Women at the Heart of 20th Century China by Jung 
Chang (New York: Knopf, 2019)
Excerpted from the publisher’s overview: “They were 
the most famous sisters in China. As the country battled 
through a hundred years of wars, revolutions and seismic 
transformations, the three Soong sisters from Shanghai were at 
the center of power, and each of them left an indelible mark on 
history.
This is a gripping story of love, war, intrigue, bravery, glamour 
and betrayal, which takes us on a sweeping journey from 
Canton to Hawaii to New York, from exiles' quarters in Japan 
and Berlin to secret meeting rooms in Moscow, and from the 
compounds of the Communist elite in Beijing to the corridors 

of power in democratic Taiwan. In a group biography that is by 
turns intimate and epic, Jung Chang reveals the lives of three 
extraordinary women who helped shape twentieth-century 
China.”
Don Haffner will lead this discussion

GENEALOGY GROUP

Latter Day Saints Genealogy Library Field Trip, Bloomfield 
Hills, January 17, 2023.
We had a great visit! The LDS staff was very welcoming and 
informative to the Genealogy Group’s 15 members (the 
maximum they would allow in the library at one time). The 
expert staff gave us a hands-on experience with the LDS 
computers and showed us how to navigate the FamilySearch 
database resources. Beyond online resources, the library also 
houses a valuable hard copy book collection. By the end, all in 
attendance became comfortable with the library. Regardless of 
previous genealogical experience, everyone learned something 
that will help them in their family search. Many members 
already are planning return visits to the LDS library on their 
own.
A spring visit to the LDS library for up to 15 group members 
is anticipated for the spring. First priority will be given to 
members who already have expressed interest – so far 9.
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FEBRUARY 2023  CALENDER -AT A GLANCE9

........... LOOKING AHEAD TO MARCH ..............

MARCH 1	 Gone for Soldiers by Jeff Shaara (Roger Timm)
MARCH 20	 In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex by Nathaniel Philbrick(Nominated by Roger Timm; 
		  discussion led by Bob Stevenson
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Th e ReminderTh e Reminder

The Senior Men's Club mailing address for general
Club or SMC 

Foundation correspondence is:

 Senior Men's Club
 P.O. Box 1149

 Birmingham, MI 48012-1149
All mail should be sent to the above address 

The Club may also be contacted via email at:

seniormensclub@gmail.com

Visit SMC at:
www.seniormensclub.com

A monthly publication of the Senior Men's
Club, which meets Friday at 10:30 AM
at the Iroquois Club* in Bloomfield Hills.

Officers for 2023 are:
- President, Paul Kovceses;
- First Vice President, Larry Imerman;
- Second Vice President, John Maten;
- Recording Secretary, Ray Burrato;
- Corresponding Secretary, John Rushe;
- Treasurer, Rich McGee;
-  Assistant Treasurer, George Dilgard

THE REMINDER Team:
- Dick Harper, Editor Emeritus;
- Jay Kafarski, Publisher;
- Maynard Timm, Co-Editor
- Tim McGee, Co-Editor
- Tom Booth, Photography.

	 *The Iroquois Club is located on the east
	 side of  Woodward Avenue, just north of
	 Square Lake Road in Bloomfield Hills.
	 The meeting is also accessible via ZOOM
	 for those not able to attend in person.

Here's to a HEALTHY & HAPPY New Year!

From the
Senior Men's Club

of Birmingham
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CONTACT US


